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February 9, 2026
To the Planning Commission,

The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce is writing to express support for the City
and Borough of Juneau’s consideration of a height variance associated with a
proposed private-sector development in downtown Juneau.

The Chamber advocates for policies and regulatory decisions that support private-
sector investment, tourism infrastructure, and a resilient, year-round economy.
Juneau’s economy depends on continued private investment in its downtown core
and in infrastructure that supports year-round visitor activity. Weather-independent
attractions and immersive visitor experiences help stabilize economic activity beyond
peak tourism months, support local businesses, and strengthen the commercial tax
base. Projects of this nature are difficult to realize without a regulatory framework
that allows for flexibility and thoughtful consideration of site-specific constraints.

For these reasons, the Chamber supports the City's willingness to consider reasonable
exceptions to height restrictions when they are consistent with adopted land-use
plans and advance broader economic and community goals. Predictable processes
and a practical approach to variances are critical to attracting private capital and
encouraging development on taxable lands—both of which are long-standing
Chamber priorities.

We appreciate the Planning Commission’s role in evaluating this request and
encourage a decision-making approach that recognizes the importance of private-
sector development and tourism infrastructure to Juneau’s long-term economic
health. The Chamber remains available as a resource as this project and others move
through the public process.

Sincerely,
Corey Baxter

Board President
Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce

Corey Baxter (Feb 9, 2026 10:55:13 AKST)

Email: cbaxter@iuoe302.org
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