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Jim Johnsen, President December 9, 2016

University of Alaska
Delivered via email

On behalf of the board of directors and members of the Greater Juneau Chamber of
Commerce, | urge you and the board of regents to select UAS as the lead campus for
teacher education.

We understand the challenges and tough decisions that have accompanied the
severe cuts in the University’s budget. However, we believe that the record of
accomplishments for overseeing teacher education by UAS for the university system
supports leaving that leadership in place.

e UAS serves teacher education students across the entire state—from Ketchikan
and Metlakatla to the North Slope

e UAS Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) programs (Elementary, Secondary,
Special Education) are model programs. UAS developed these long ago and has
demonstrated their success in producing higher numbers of quality teachers

e The UAS Education program produced 80% more graduates annually than UAF
in the past six years—198 on average versus 108 at UAF. The overall cost for
educating a UAS student (full time equivalent) is two-thirds of that at UAF—about
$22,000 at UAS vs over $33,000 at UAF

e UAS is efficient in producing quality teachers. It produced 15 graduates for every
full-time faculty member versus 8 graduates/faculty at UAA and 5 at UAF

e UAS has the longest sustained program for educating Alaska Native teachers
and administrators—PITAAS (Preparing Indigenous Teachers and Administrators
for Alaska’s Schools). Over the past five years, UAS graduated 159 Alaska
Native educators versus 62 at UAF and 32 at UAA. In the same time period, UAS
educated 27 newly certified Alaska Native teachers versus 17 at UAF

e Juneau School District reports that 48% of new teacher hires recently came from
UAS. This is up significantly in recent years. Overall, 48% of all certified staff
historically have come from elsewhere; recent hires show a strong uptick in UAS
hires

From a business perspective, the total UAS budget across the Juneau, Ketchikan and
Sitka campuses is a material component of our economy. Redirecting student tuition

and fees from the UAS to the UAF campus could mean the loss of an additional $2.8

million from Southeast; a significant portion of the total budget.

The facts that have been shared throughout our community are compelling and we
urge you and the board of regents to protect and maintain UAS as a comprehensive
regional university.
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