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March 16, 2023 

 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator for Alaska 

522 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Murkowski, 

 

The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the FY2024 Congressionally 

Directed Spending (CDS) request for the Bartlett Regional Hospital Emergency Department 

Expansion Project. 

 

Bartlett Regional Hospital (Bartlett) is Juneau, Alaska’s hospital and serves residents in 

communities throughout SE Alaska.   Bartlett offers healthcare and emergency services to 

more than 50,000 Alaskans, as well as over one million visitors to Alaska’s state capital. 

In northern Southeast Alaska, Bartlett provides the only accessible hospital Emergency 

Department (ED) care. 

 

Bartlett, together with the City and Borough of Juneau, identified several critical 

improvements that are necessary to provide high-quality emergency care that meets 

national standards for infectious disease control. Initially identified during the COVID-19 

pandemic, these improvements continue to be critically needed.  These include upgrading 

the heating and air-conditioning systems, adding specialty negative pressure triage and 

treatment rooms, and adjusting structural impediments to the safe flow of patient care and 

treatment.  

The project updates aging facilities and infrastructure, resulting in a safer environment for 

Southeast Alaskan patients, families, visitors, and staff.  Additional components of the 

expansion project will address community and hospital concerns related to patient and 

staff safety by creating dedicated, appropriate behavioral healthcare spaces in the ED. 

The planned project improvements and safety enhancements are crucial in meeting current 

and future emergency care needs with up-to-date systems and facilities in Bartlett’s ED. 

This project will allow Bartlett to meet specifically identified community safety needs and 

provide excellent, up-to-date emergency care for patients across Southeast Alaska. 

  

The Juneau Chamber of Commerce greatly appreciates your support of this project as well 

as your past and continued support of Juneau and Southeast Alaska. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 
Maggie McMillan, Executive Director 

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce 
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