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January 9, 2025 

 

Alaska Board of Fisheries 

 

Re:  Proposal 156 – Reduction of Hatchery Production 

 

Chair Carlson Van–Dort, Members of the Alaska Board of Fisheries,  

 

The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce strongly opposes proposal 

156, which would limit the production of hatchery fish.  

 

Our mission is to ensure the health of the business community of 

Juneau which is comprised of government, tourism, mining, and 

fisheries. The DIPAC hatchery, which started in 1989, has become an 

important asset for the community, producing Chum, Sockeye, 

Chinook and Coho salmon for personal use, sport, and commercial 

fisheries. Their production of chum salmon is the hatchery’s largest 

revenue source, which in turn supports the production of the other 

species, important to the region.  

 

DIPAC has also become an important tourism attraction, education 

center, and venue for community events. DIPAC offers free marine 

life education to the Juneau School District, and any other Alaska 

school children. The Visitor Center welcomes approximately 70,000 

tourists a year and offers a place for Juneau residents to use during 

events in the winter months. 

 

While the decline of Chinook salmon stock to the Yukon River and 

other areas in Alaska is no doubt concerning, there are a myriad of 

factors at play; global warming and the increased water temperatures, 

foreign fishing pressure, trawling by-catch, and competition for feed 

in the open ocean. These have all combined to create many problems 

in the Alaska seafood industry. There are groups and agencies 

studying these issues which are all complex and difficult to assess. It 

seems that reducing the chum egg-take by 25% appears to have no 

basis of fact as to its impact on the problems, but it does have an 

immediate and measurable impact on the ability of DIPAC (and other 

Southeast hatcheries) to remain profitable and continue their role of 

providing fish stock to the region.           
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Proposal 156 would reduce hatchery production at a time when salmon-dependent 

communities need it most. Reducing chum salmon production by 25% would cause 

significant harm to fisheries tax revenues, disrupt the economic flow that hatchery 

salmon provide, and weaken the support hatcheries provide to wild stocks by 

decreasing the harvest pressure from user groups. 
 
We urge you to oppose Proposal 156  

 
Respectfully,  

 
Maggie McMillan, Executive Director  Benjamin Brown, President 

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce 

  

 

 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


