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April 23, 2024 

 

 

Michael S. Regan, Administrator 

Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

Re: Support for City and Borough of Juneau Clean Ports Program 

Grant 

  

Dear Mr. Regan, 

 

The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce supports the City and 

Borough of Juneau (CBJ) in their efforts to secure a grant through the 

EPA Clean Ports Program to construct shore power at the two city-

owned cruise ship docks. 

 

The cruise industry is now one of the largest economic drivers of 

Alaska’s capital city, impacting directly or indirectly every business in 

our community. Electrifying the two city docks is another critical step 

in mitigating the impacts the cruise industry has on residents.  

 

Juneau produces 100% of its base-load generation through clean, 

renewable, and low-cost hydropower. Juneau led the world with the 

first electrified cruise ship berth in 2001, providing renewable 

hydroelectricity that used excess power reserves to reduce ship 

emissions and lower residential power rates. CBJ consistently receives 

public comment regarding emissions by cruise ships at the three docks 

that do not currently have shore power connections. 

 

Shore power connections at the two municipal cruise ship berths will 

drastically reduce vessel emissions and visible particulates in 

downtown Juneau. This effort is supported by the CBJ Climate Action 

Plan and the Visitor Industry Task Force and supports Juneau’s role as 

a First Mover in the Pacific Northwest to Alaska Green Corridor. It is 

also supported by the cruise industry, as more ships are built or 

retrofitted with shore tie power connection systems to reduce 

emissions and operating costs.  
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The Juneau Chamber supports this upgrade that mitigates the impacts of a changing 

climate and furthers the agency’s efforts to advance maritime industry 

decarbonization. Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Regards, 
 

 

 

Laura McDonnell, President   Maggie McMillan, Executive Director 

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce 

  

 

 

 

cc:     Katie Koester, City Manager, City & Borough of Juneau 

Alexandra Pierce, Tourism Manager, City & Borough of Juneau 


