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Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce Opposes Proposition 3 — Seasonal Sales Tax

Juneau, Alaska — The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce today announced that its Board
of Directors has voted to oppose Proposition 3, the seasonal sales tax measure on the October
2025 municipal ballot.

Proposition 3 would replace Juneau’s existing 5% year-round sales tax with a 7.5% rate from
April through September and a 3% rate from October through March. The Chamber
conducted a survey of members, and although it wasn’t a scientific research tool, nearly all
the responses expressed concern or opposition to the seasonal sales-tax structure proposed by
the CBJ Assembly.

Chamber members noted that having to alternate between two tax rates each year would add
significant operational costs for businesses, requiring point-of-sale changes, accounting
adjustments, and billing modifications. These impacts would be particularly challenging for
merchants selling services as opposed to goods. While the augmented seasonal tax would
affect all businesses, it would especially impact the construction, mining, recreation, and
visitor industries, which are essential to Juneau’s economic health and well-being. One
Chamber member responded, “Introducing two tax rates within a single year adds confusion
for customers and cost for businesses. It’s an unnecessary logistical burden that undermines
efficiency.” In its deliberations, the Chamber Board weighed the benefits of additional
revenue from seasonal visitors against the problems the seasonal proposal would impose on
year-round residents.

Due to the lack of clear consensus among our members or our Board, the Juneau Chamber is
not taking a position on the other two ballot propositions before voters this fall: Proposition 1
(the property tax cap) and Proposition 2 (sales tax exemptions). Both member feedback and
Board deliberations reflected a wide range of perspectives on the potential consequences
either alone or in conjunction with Proposition 3. The Juneau Chamber holds to its long-
standing priorities of transparent and equitable taxation in all forms and their impacts to
businesses including the affordability of calling Juneau home.

“This year’s ballot presents three interrelated measures that when considered for their
cumulative effect present a significantly more complex set of choices for voters than in
recent elections. The outcome will significantly affect city revenues which provide for
services and capital projects and directly impact the affordability of life for Juneau residents,
especially those with less income and more reliant on CBJ services,” said Benjamin Brown,
Chamber Board President. “We listened to our members and consider Proposition 3 to be the
wrong policy direction for Juneau at this time. We remain strongly committed to constructive
dialogue on long-term, stable solutions that balance affordability, competitiveness, and the
services our community depends on. Most importantly, we encourage all voters to become
fully informed about the specific provisions of all three propositions to make informed
choices as they cast votes in the coming week. The outcome of the October election will have



consequences that affect us all, and we as a community will have to continue working
together to make the Capital City prosperous and desirable as a place to work and live as is
the Chamber’s mission.”

Note: While the Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors voted to oppose
Proposition 3, Board Member Dr. Aparna Palmer, Chancellor of the University of Alaska
Southeast, was not present for the vote and has indicated she would have abstained in
alignment with UA policy.

About the Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce

The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to promoting a vibrant economy and
supporting the success of local businesses. Through advocacy, networking, and community
leadership, the Chamber works to strengthen Juneau’s business climate and enhance the
quality of life in our community.

To learn more about our advocacy efforts, programs, and membership opportunities, visit
www.juneauchamber.com or contact us at info@juneauchamber.com.
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