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April 23, 2024 

 

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 

Wastewater Discharge Authorization Program 

555 Cordova Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

 

Re: APDES permit – Coeur Alaska Kensington Gold Mine 

 

This letter is in support of the Alaska Dept of Environment 

Conservation approving the current APDES permit by Coeur Alaska 

Kensington Gold Mine currently under review. We understand that the 

key elements of this permit are: 

• Will add approximately 10 additional years of operational storage 

capacity for the mine; 

• This is the final permit needed for POA 1;   

• Coeur Alaska has maintained APDES (and formerly NPDES) 

permits for the Kensington Mine since 1998.  

• If approved, this APDES permit would be effective through May 

31, 2029. 

 

The Juneau Chamber of Commerce represents 300 businesses, 

organizations, agencies and individuals and focuses our time and 

resources on protecting the health of the local business economy. The 

importance to our local and regional economy of stable, reliable 

mining operations can’t be overstated.  

 

The Kensington Mine is the second highest taxpayer in Juneau  

contributing more than $1.4M in property tax, which in turn helps 

support local government jobs and services. Their 359 year-round jobs 

with average monthly wages more than double the Juneau average 

have a significant impact on housing, schools  and retail businesses. 

 

As a company, Coeur Alaska is an active participant in the Juneau and 

Southeast Alaska community as demonstrated by the relationships they 

have built with non-profits and community groups. Their charitable 

donation program supports areas where there are pressing community 

needs.  
 

 

 
  
  

  

 

Board Members 
 

Laura McDonnell 

President 

Caribou Crossings 

John Blasco 

Past President  

Anchorage Distillery LLC 

Benjamin Brown 

President Elect 

Perseverance Theatre 

Jodi Garza 

Secretary  

Alaska Seaplanes 

Max Mertz 

Treasurer  

Mertz CPA & Advisor 

Wayne Jensen 

Jensen Yorba Wall Inc  

Eric Forst 

Red Dog Saloon 

Heather Nelson 

Hecla Greens Creek Mine 

Ray Thibodeau 

Alaska Marine Lines 

Travis McCain 

AK Litho 

Roger Calloway  

Reliable Transfer 

Angie Nolan 

Alaska Unlimited Realty 

Sara Race 

Gartner 

Corey Baxter 

IUOE Local 302 
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I currently serve on the community advisory board for the Kensington Gold Mine and 

have toured the facility to observe their practices and standards. I have great respect for 

their commitment to safety, the environment and to our community.  

 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

Maggie McMillan, Executive Director     

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce 

 

907-463-3488   

director@juneauchamber.com 
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