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Ref:  Purpose & Need – Juneau Douglas North Crossing PEL Study 

 State Project  No. SFHWY00299  

 Federal Project  No. 0003259 

 

The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce has been an advocate of a 

second crossing from the mainland to Douglas Island for more than 30 

years. To that end we agree with and support all of the statements 

contained in the DOWL draft Purpose & Need statement and offer the 

following additional comments.  

 

Community Safety – Disaster Response 

 

While the chamber’s focus is on economic development, public safety 

has always been part of the discussion for a second crossing. A second 

crossing provides quicker access by police, fire, and ambulance 

vehicles  for the current and future residents north of the current 

Juneau-Douglas bridge. More importantly, it provides an alternate 

crossing for emergency vehicles and access to Bartlett Hospital should 

any event cause a closure/failure of the existing Juneau-Douglas bridge, 

or any event that would close off sections of Egan Drive.  

 

Economic Development  

 

The Chamber has always recognized the importance of a second 

crossing for long-term economic growth. North and West Douglas is 

the largest reasonably accessible land area to support future growth for 

residential, commercial, and recreational projects. In particular, land for 

residential housing is in critical short supply. However, the north end of 

the island is accessed by crossing the Juneau-Douglas bridge (already 

classified as “at capacity”) and driving north on the Douglas Highway. 

Any significant growth at the north end of the island needs an 

alternative route to the mainland. 
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As an example, traveling  from “the valley” (airport area) to Eaglecrest ski area (as an 

example) requires traveling south on Egan Drive for nine miles, crossing the existing bridge, 

and then driving the same distance in the opposite direction on North Douglas Highway. A 

second crossing would tie the entire community together with a circular route, providing 

more efficient and direct access to/from the largest population center, the airport and 

additional emergency services. 

 

The current Juneau-Douglas bridge, and the relatively restrictive Douglas Highway bordered 

on both sides by residential driveways, is a deterrent for any large-scale future development 

at the north end of the island. There is a need for land to support residential housing 

necessary to support community growth, and any commercial development (deep water port, 

relocation of the current barge terminal out of downtown Juneau, new boat harbor, etc.) 

would benefit from direct access to the less congested airport area. While this may feel like 

the proverbial “chicken and the egg,” it is difficult if not impossible to plan for any large-

scale private or public development without a second crossing.  

 

 

 

 

The Juneau Chamber agrees with the following points identified in the DOWL draft Purpose 

and Needs statement. 

 

Purpose:   The purpose of the Juneau Douglas North Crossing Planning and Environmental 
Linkages (PEL) study is to improve access and connectivity to North Douglas Island from 
Juneau by identifying a north crossing corridor that will enhance travel efficiency, provide 
redundant access for emergency response and public safety in the event of the closure of 
the Douglas Island Bridge, and provide improved access to planned growth areas on North 
and West Douglas.  
 
Need:  The successful solution should address the following needs:  

• Improve access and connection to North Douglas from Juneau for all travel modes  

• Add roadway capacity to provide redundancy for public safety and emergency response 

in the event of closure of the Douglas Island Bridge  

• Add roadway capacity and utility infrastructure to support the development of planned 

growth areas on North and West Douglas Island The identified alternative(s) should also 

meet these additional goals: 

o  Improve the efficiency and capacity of the local transportation system for all users  

o Enhance and protect the public health and safety of travelers and the communities 

that transportation facilities traverse and serve  

o Improve existing natural environmental conditions when possible and 

avoid/minimize/mitigate adverse impacts to the natural environment  

o Contribute to the improvement of the quality of life and economy of Juneau  

o Satisfy applicable federal, state, and local plans, policies, and regulations 
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The chamber board of directors respects the need for a thoughtful and thorough evaluation of 

this project, but strongly states that a second crossing to Douglas Island is probably the single 

most important project to support the long-term growth and development of Alaska’s Capital 

city. 

 

 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

Craig E. Dahl, Executive Director    Wayne Jensen, President 

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce 

 

907-463-3844 cdahl@juneauchamber.com 

 

 

 

 

cc:   Beth Weldon, Mayor, City & Borough of Juneau 

 Rorie Watt, City Manager, City & Borough of Juneau 

 Katie Koester, Director of Engineering & Public Works, City & Borough of Juneau 
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