GREATER

Chamber of Commerce

Board Members

Charlie Williams
President
Valley Paint Center

Eric Forst
President-Elect
Red Dog Saloon

Mike Satre
Past President
Hecla Greens Creek Mine

Richard Burns
Juneau Radio Center

Max Mertz
Treasurer
Mertz CPA & Advisor

Bruce Denton
Secretary
Juneau Self Storage

Eric Eriksen
AEL&P/AVISTA

McHugh Pierre
Goldbelt Inc.

Erica Simpson-Qureshi

Platinum Real Estate Group

Benjamin Brown
Perseverance Theater.

Wayne Jensen
Jensen Yorba Wall

Mike Stedman
Alaska Seaplanes

John Blasco
Alaskan Brewing Co.

Lorene Palmer
Palmer & Associates

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce
9301 Glacier Hwy, Suite 110 « Juneau AK 99801 « (907)463-3488

January 2, 2020

The Honorable RD Dames

Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works)
108 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0108

Lieutenant General Todd Semonite

Chief of Engineers

Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
441 G Street, NW

Washington, DC 20314-1000

Re: Auke Bay Wave Attenuator Feasibility Study
Dear Secretary James and General Semonite:

Being located in a state with more miles of coastline than that of all
other states combined, we rely heavily on the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) to provide safe, navigable harbors and waterways;
and in turn we understand and appreciate the work undertaken by the
Corps in a time of constrained budgets. However, as you develop the
Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Corps Work Plan, we request the Corps
include new start funding for the Auke Bay Wave Attenuator
Feasibility Study, which is an important project to the State of Alaska.

The Auke Bay Wave Attenuator project in the City and Borough of
Juneau, Alaska is currently under review by the Corps. The Greater
Juneau Chamber of Commerce supports this project and encourages
any series of decisions that will move this project forward. Juneau is a
focal point for an ever-growing variety of marine activity, from cruise
ships, private yachts, commercial fishing vessels and the local pleasure-
boating population. In turn the City & Borough of Juneau has made
and continues to make significant investments into its docks and
harbors to respond to the increased demand. In addition, the support of
government vessels such as the U.S. Coast Guard, NOAA and Alaska
State Troopers are key factors in the local and state economy. In order
to support government vessels and related entities, Juneau is in the
process of recapitalizing the recently acquired Auke Bay Marine
Station (ABMS) and has requested to partner with the Corps to provide
expanded moorage capacity through the recapitalization of an aging
breakwater.



With the Corps’ help the Auke Bay Wave Attenuator, along with the redevelopment
of the ABMS will provide world-class facilities for its governmental anchor tenants.
In turn, the continued growth of all marine related segments is important to our local
economy. Funding the feasibility study, which is a top priority for the Alaska District
of the Corps, will continue the Corps’ tradition of providing safe, navigable harbors
and waterways. On behalf of the board of directors of The Greater Juneau Chamber
of Commerce we request and thank you for your personal attention to this matter of
importance to the people of Juneau and the State of Alaska.

Respectfully, M

Craig E. Dahl, Executive Director
Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce

907-463-3844
cdahl@juneauchamber.com
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