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December 13, 2023  

  

Beth Weldon, Mayor   Delivered via email  

Members of the Assembly  

  

  

Re:  Telephone Hill  

  

The Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce, which represents nearly 

three hundred local businesses and organizations who comprise the 

economic foundation of Juneau, has the following comments on 

Telephone Hill.  

  

We encourage the municipality to evaluate the area referred to as 

Telephone Hill in the context of the best use for the long-term 

economic benefit of downtown Juneau. The chamber’s 2024 priorities, 

as well as the CBJ’s economic development plan and the assembly’s 

current adopted priorities all place increased housing stock at the 

forefront of imperatives. The chamber supports a thoughtful process 

that allows for the private development of the land in line with 

Juneau’s long-term objectives for economic and community 

sustainability. The development plans should incorporate a mix 

of housing and commercial development, as well as public use space, 

the combination of which would best serve the downtown community 

and economic center for decades to come.   

   

It is imperative that until a final decision is made as to the scope and 

timing of any development, in order to maintain equity within the 

housing market and maintain the fiduciary integrity of property tax 

revenues, CBJ must collect current market rents for all properties as 

tenants are not subject to any qualifiers for housing 

subsidies. Should the assembly elect to dispose of any of the properties 

as individual lots, the Chamber recommends that the disposal must be 

done at current market values based on an independent appraisal.  

  

Respectfully,   

  

                                              

Laura McDonnell,     Maggie McMillan  

President          Executive Director  

           Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce  
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